Fatal Progression of Gorham Disease: A Case Report and Review of the Literature.
Gorham disease is an idiopathic massive osteolysis, and maxillofacial involvement is rare. This report describes a case of a 12-year-old boy with severe progressive osteolysis in the mandible, hyoid bone, mastoid process, and cervical spine. Radiation therapy and interferon-α therapy were followed by bisphosphonate therapy. The patient died of respiratory failure. To describe the clinicopathologic features of Gorham disease of the jaws with an emphasis on the fatal types, 64 cases in the literature were reviewed (female-to-male ratio, 1:1.78; average age, 33.02 ± 19.38 yr). Most lesions were located only in the mandible or in other locations in combination with the mandible, except for 3 cases. During follow-up, there were 7 cases of disease-specific death, resulting in a mortality rate of 10.94%. The main causes of death were chylothorax, rib fractures secondary to osteolysis, or spinal fractures. Although most patients received surgical treatment (43.75%), the type of treatment was not related to prognosis.